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A new nativity is on display at Notre Dame Church in Malone after being purchased with donated funds. Full story, Page 4.
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No NCC
next week

To allow our staff,
columnists and re-
porters an opportu-
nity to celebrate the
Christmas  holiday,
there will be no North
Country Catholic pub-
lished next week.

The next edition
will be dated January
7, 2026.

We wish our readers
a merry and blessed
Christmas and a hap-
py New Year!

NEW NY
ARCHBISHOP

Pope Leo XIV accepted the
retirement of Timothy Cardinal

Dolan and named his successor.
FULL STORY, PAGE 3

Pope: True treasure is found in the heart

By Victoria Cardiel
(atholic News Agency

Pope Leo XIV said Wednes-
day true satisfaction is found
not in the accumulation of
money or things, or by “too
much doing,” but by returning
to Jesus Christ, the source of
hope, love, and joy.

“We are absorbed by many
activities that do not always
leave us satisfied ... We have
to assume responsibility for
many commitments, solve
problems, face difficulties,”
the pope said at the general
audience in St. Peter’s Square
on Dec. 17.

“Yet,” he added, “we often
perceive how too much doing,

instead of giving us fulfill-
ment, becomes a vortex that
overwhelms us, takes away our
serenity, and prevents us from
living to the fullest what is tru-
ly important in our lives.”

In his catechesis, the pontiff
stressed that the true value of
life is not measured by “days
full of activities” or economic
success.

“It is therefore in the heart
that true treasure is kept, not
in earthly safes, not in large
financial investments, which
today more than ever before
are out of control and unjust-
ly concentrated at the bloody
price of millions of human
lives and the devastation of
God’s creation,” he said.

Leo warned that this logic of
accumulation ends up empty-
ing life of meaning even for
those who, from the outside,
seem to have achieved suc-
cess: “It is important to reflect
on these aspects, because in
the numerous commitments
we continually face, there is
an increasing risk of disper-
sion, sometimes of despair, of
meaninglessness.”

“Human life is characterized
by a constant movement that
that drives us to do, to act,”
he acknowledged, adding that
Jesus’ resurrection can give us
insight into this human expe-
rience.

“When we participate in
[Christ’s] victory over death,

will we rest? Faith tells us: Yes,
we will rest,” the pope said. “We
will not be inactive, but we will
enter into God’s repose, which
is peace and joy. So, should we
just wait, or can this change us
right now?”

Leo noted that many people,
despite having so much, feel
empty at the end of the day.

The answer, according to the
pontiff, is “because we are not
machines, we have a ‘heart’; in-
deed, we can say that we are a
heart.”

He turned to the Gospel of
St. Matthew to underscore the
centrality of the heart, citing
the words of Jesus: “For where
your treasure is, there will your
heart be also” (Mt 6:21).
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Just a little word play

“The priest is hiding Je-
sus from the people.”

That sounds bad, 1
know. That’s why I said it
that way.

er person at that point.
Father Scott wanted to
build anticipation and
a sense of longing for
Christ, that same

I said that sen-
tence as part of a
discussion about
the new nativi-
ty scene at Notre
Dame Church,
part of St. André |
Bessette Parish in [
Malone (see the
story on Page 4).
I was explaining
to a friend that
Father Scott Sey-
mour, pastor of that par-
ish, had shown the statue
of Jesus, part of that na-
tivity set, to only one oth-

Darcy L.
Fargo

anticipation and
longing that we
lean into through-
out Advent.

He was literally
hiding Jesus from
| the people, but
he was hiding the
statue of Jesus as
part of bringing
Jesus to the peo-
ple.

So, my sentence
was completely true,
but it was also meant to
sound like something
weird was happening.

I adore sentences like
that!

They bring me great joy
when 1 deliver them to
others, and they give me
great joy when others de-
liver them to me.

I'm a word nerd, and I
find word play like puns
or double meanings to be
exceptionally funny!

In this time of year
when so much of our
focus turns to gifts, I'm
again reminded of what a
gift it is to regularly find
so much joy in my work
and so much joy talking
with the people of the
Lord.

As we celebrate the
birth of Christ, the great-

est gift of all, I'll also be
thanking God for another
great gift - you, the read-
ers of the North Country
Catholic.

All of us here - report-
ers, columnists, photog-
raphers and staff - are
grateful for your support,
your words of encourage-
ment, your kind words of
correction or criticism on
occasion, and, most im-
portantly, your prayers.

You remain in our
prayers, as well, and we
wish you and your loved
ones a very merry and
blessed Christmas and a
happy New Year!

There’s no more hiding
Jesus!

My favorite Christmas
story - which you proba-
bly remember - is about
an experience of mine.
This is the story that I tell
repeatedly each Christ-
mas. This is the story
about the time that my
niece and nephew asked
me to join them when
they went to the hospital
for the birth of their sec-
ond child, Will. He is now
28 years old, so you see
how many years I have
been retelling that story.
I am certain I have told
the story thousands of
times. It was an experi-
ence that has helped me
understand the Nativity
of Jesus in a better way.
Each Christmas, as I re-
member the Gospel sto-
ry of Jesus’ birth and my
own experience at Will's
birth, I realize an import-
ant lesson - Christ’s call
for us all to be people of
peace.

The Lord’s message of
peace has been an im-
portant part of all that I
do as a priest. Jesus con-
tinues to challenge me

He sends a child’

and all of disciples of the
God to live a life of peace.
Yet, I know only too well
that this world continues
to be scared with wars
and violence. So, I again
turn to you all to join
me praying for peace for
all people. I remember
well the time that Pope
Paul VI came to speak
at the United Nations so
many years ago. His mes-
sage was “Give peace a
chance.” He also said, “If
you want peace, work for
justice.”

In the Sermon on the
Mount (Matthew 5), Jesus
placed in the Beatitudes
- Blessed are the peace-
makers. Each Christmas
the hymns call for a
prayer for peace. The an-
gels sang, “Glory to God
in the highest and peace
to his people on earth.”

At Christmas, God does
not send an army or a de-
cree. He sends a Child -
and He entrusts peace to
human hearts to receive
Him.

Peach is not just the ab-
sence of war; it is some-
thing deeper and richer.
The Hebrew word for
peace is “Shalom.” This
word conveys a sense of
completeness - a state
of being. Peace is a state
of inner calm and desig-
nates a right relationship
with God and with oth-
ers. Peace is a gift of God.
It is a gift of Christmas.
St. Francis of Assisi made
peace the very center of
his ministry. Throughout
the centuries, St. Francis
has been the most recog-
nizable voice of peace.
The Prayer of St. Francis
begins: “Lord make me
an instrument of peace.”
He calls us to him being
peacemakers - living in
humility, mercy, forgive-
ness and love.

Pope John XXIII, the
pope who convened the
Second Vatican Council,

was certainly a pope of
peace. He wrote an encyc-
lical entitled, “Pacem in
Terris.” He wrote: “Peace
on earth will come to
stay when we live Christ-
mas every day. Peace is
the presence of Justice.”
He calls upon us to make
our lives an image of
peaceful living. Mother
Teresa spoke of peace
often. She writes, “If we
have no peace, it is be-
cause we have forgotten
that we belong to each
other.” Her Christmas
message is, “What can
we do to promote world
peace? Go home and love
your family.”.

Ou gift to God is to
make peace with one an-
other. Pope Francis spoke
of peace often. Peace is
not made at a desk. Peace
is made in the heart.
Thinking of Christmas,
Pope Francis wrote, “The
Son of God came into the
world as a baby to show
us the power of God’s
love.” My gift to you all is
remember you all in my
Christmas Masses.
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Pope names new archbishop of New York

Bishop Terry R. LaValley offered the following statement on the
retirement of Timothy Cardinal Dolan and appointment of Archbish-

By Daniel Payne
(atholic News Agency

The newly announced
leader of the Catholic
Church in New York
expressed  “heartfelt
gratitude” on Dec. 18
for having been ap-
pointed to the post by
Pope Leo XIV.

Archbishop-elect
Ronald Hicks, who will
head the Archdiocese
of New York after lead-
ing the Diocese of Jo-
liet, Illinois, said at a
Thursday press confer-
ence that he accepted
the Holy Father’s ap-
pointment “with great
humility” and “an open
heart.”

Hicks addressed
media at St. Patrick’s

Cathedral alongside
outgoing Cardinal
Archbishop  Timothy
Dolan, who turned

75 earlier this vyear,
the customary age at
which a prelate sub-
mits his resignation to
the Holy See.

The new archbish-
op-designate reflected
on his formation under
past Church leaders in
his hometown of Chica-
go, including Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin, Car-
dinal Francis George,
and Chicago’s current
archbishop, Cardinal
Blase Cupich. “For all
of them, I'm deeply
grateful,” he said.

At the press confer-
ence Hicks jokingly
announced what he
anticipated would be
his “first controversial
statement” by admit-
ting his unending devo-
tion to his hometown
Chicago Cubs baseball
team and his love of
the Windy City’s iconic
deep dish pizza.

“I want you to know
that I am going to re-

E

PHOTO ADAM GRAY/GETTY IMAGES
New York Archbishop-elect Ronald Hicks and Cardinal Timothy

Dolan hold a press conference at St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Dec.
18,2025, in New York City.

main a loyal Cubs fan,”
he said. “However, I
am going to start root-
ing for the New York
sports teams. And I al-
ready love your pizza.
I love it a lot.”

The prelate admitted
he would miss the Jo-
liet Diocese, at which
he has served for the
last five years. “I have
felt happy, grateful,
and blessed to be their
bishop,” he said. “To-
gether, we have worked
with some missionary
zeal to catechize, to
evangelize, and to put
our faith into action
as disciples who make
disciples.”

Describing New York
City as “rich in energy,
languages, cultures,
and people,” he said he
was excited to get to
know the city, though
he acknowledged that
the archdiocese is fac-
ing “complex and chal-
lenging days” includ-
ing issues of life, faith,
and “healing.”

Hicks specifically
said he was committed
to learning about the
archdiocese’s efforts
to compensate survi-
vors of sexual abuse.

F Vg%,

The archdiocese is
currently pursuing a

op-designate Ronald Hicks:

“This Advent Season of welcoming, | join the faithful of the Diocese
of Ogdensburg in welcoming Archbishop-designate Ronald Hicks as
our new Metropolitan Archbishop. As we look ahead with great an-
ticipation and much joy under his leadership, we also acknowledge
the tremendous gift we have received in the pastoral leadership
and guidance of Timothy (ardinal Dolan. We pray the Lord keep him
healthy as he continues to inspire so many of us with his strong faith,
keen wit and joy-filled witness to the Gospel. Thank you, Cardinal
Dolan, and welcome aboard Archbishop-Designate Hicks!”

settlement for victims
that is expected to top
$300 million.

“As a Church, we can

never rest in our ef-
forts to prevent abuse,
to protect children,

and to care for survi-
vors,” he said.

The prelate said
he looks forward to
“working closely and
collaboratively with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

be - yours this season and W%A
From the Staff of the Development Office

Scott Lalone, Valerie Mathews & Lorraine Carney
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New nativity in Malone

By Darcy Fargo
Editor

“I think we need to talk
about the elephant in the
room,” said Father Scott
R. Seymour, pastor of St.
André Bessette Parish in
Malone.

Father Seymour meant
that expression literally.
There’s an elephant “in
the room” at Notre Dame
Church. The elephant is
one of 26 pieces of a new
nativity set now on dis-
play at the church.

“Last year at Christ-
mas, when we were put-
ting out the figurines in
the nativity set, it was
clear some of the pieces
were in tough shape,”
said Father Seymour.
“Jesus was missing his
nose. There were other
broken pieces. Some of
the figures were large,
some were small. It had
been hodge podged to-
gether from different

sets. It was clearly time

for a new one.”

Father Seymour ap-
proached the parish fi-
nance council, trustees
and parish council re-
garding the request.

“They thought it was
a good idea, so I did
some research and came
up with a few different
sets,” he said. “I brought
them in, laid it all out on
a table and let the parish
council, finance coun-
cil and trustees decide
which one we should go
with.”

The final purchase, a
set crafted by German
artists, was determined
by the votes of those
groups. Father Seymour
noted, though, that the
councils and trustees
chose the most expen-
sive of the three options.

“The majority picked
the one we have,” he
said. “They liked this one
because of the elephant.
I's a conversational
piece. Then they saw the

Py fope. peace, joy avd love of (Prist fill
your fopne Ifis (ristimats season-

Notre Dame Church in Malone, part of St. André Bessette Parish, re-
cently purchased a new nativity that was created by German artists.

price tag.”

To ensure the purchase
didn’t negatively affect
the parish’s finances, a
plan to raise funds was
developed.

“T thought, ‘Hallmark
has Christmas in July!
We could as well,” said
Father Seymour. “I took a
picture of the nativity set
and cut out each charac-
ter. Each one picture in-
cluded the piece’s price
and places to write in a
name of the person or
family purchasing it and
a place to write in who it
was purchased in memo-
ry of.”

The character cutouts
were hung on a Christ-
mas tree, and parishio-
ners committed to cov-
ering the cost of all the
pieces except one.

“Everyone was want-
ed except the elephant,”
he said. “We could’ve
skipped the elephant,
but I told the parish, ‘it
would be a shame to de-
prive your pastor of the
opportunity to say to
you, I'm glad we're all
here to talk about the
elephant in the room.
I put a container at the
entrance of the church
thinking people could
throw in whatever they
wanted toward the ele-

phant. We ended up with
more than we needed be-
cause someone came in
and said they’d pay for
the elephant.”

The additional dona-
tions were used to pur-
chase trees and borders
and other trim pieces for
the set.

“The kids love the ele-
phant,” the pastor said.
“They don’t really talk
about any other charac-
ter in the set. The com-
mon question: ‘what’s
his name?””

Father Seymour said
kids in the First Commu-
nion class have begun
calling the elephant Em-
mett.

“They say he looks
like an Emmett,” he said,
laughing. “The elephant
also creates conversation
among the parishioners.
I've had people say to me,
‘there were no elephants
at Jesus’ birth.” My ques-
tion, ‘how do you know
that?” There’s no list in
the scripture of the ani-
mals that were present.
All of God’s creatures
and all of God’s creation
would’ve been welcome
that day. In the begin-
ning, God created the
world and all the crea-
tures, and he said it was
beautiful. He loved what

DECEMBER 24, 2025

A scene fit for a king

he did. Jesus was born
for us. To me, it’s anoth-
er way of reminding us
we'’re loved. Even an ele-
phant can find a place at
the manger with Jesus.”

The piece has been
conspicuously missing
one figure, though. Jesus
is missing.

“On Christmas Eve,
children will carry him
in at the 4 p.m. Mass,”
said Father Seymour.
“So far, no one has seen
him except the person
who donated the funds
to purchase him. Right
now, there’s just a sign,
‘O come, O come, Em-
manuel.” There’s a sense
of emptiness and long-
ing. The Old Testament
prophets talked a lot of
waiting for God to come
and vindicate us and re-
deem us and love us. I
thought we could create
that sense of longing.”

Also missing from the
display is a plaque con-
taining the names of all
the donors and memo-
rials. The plaque, once
completed, will be dis-
played with the set annu-
ally.

The nativity seen also
includes a mystery wom-
an.

“Maybe it's the wom-
an at the well, maybe
a shepherdess,” Father
Seymour said. “Outside
of Mary, we don’t know
who may have been
there.”

The woman is carrying
a jug and placed near ad-
ditional vessels.

“The jugs foreshad-
ow Jesus’ first miracle -
turning water into wine,”
said Father Seymour. “A
lot of thought and de-
tail went into this. I want
people to be able to enter
into and caught up with
the beauty and with the
characters that are there
and what it would’'ve
been like to be standing
there when Jesus was
born.”
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When it comes to the
plight of the hundreds
of thousands of IVF em-
bryos frozen in the U.S.
and elsewhere, it is often
claimed that the Cath-
olic Church has never
definitively addressed
the liceity, or moral al-
lowability, of “embryo
transfer” (also known
as embryo rescue or em-
bryo adoption).

I recently had the
chance to participate in
a public debate on this
topic in Indianapolis. I
argued that the Magis-
terium of the Catholic
Church has, in fact, set-
tled this question. If we
scrutinize the two ma-
jor teaching documents
of the Church dealing
with this issue, the im-
morality of the practice
of embryo transfer be-
comes clear.

The 2008 docu-
ment entitled Dignitas
Personae states: “The
proposal that these em-
bryos could be put at
the disposal of infertile
couples as a treatment
for infertility is not ethi-
cally acceptable” (19). It
identifies a specific situ-
ation, namely, attempt-
ing to treat a couple’s
infertility by embryo
transfer, as being al-
ways immoral.

The document then
goes on to point out
that these moral objec-
tions extend beyond
this single case, so that
the same set of con-
cerns will apply in other
instances where embryo
transfer might be pro-
posed or considered:

“It has also been pro-
posed, solely in order
to allow human beings
to be born who are oth-
erwise condemned to
destruction, that there
could be a form of ‘pre-

MAKING SENSE OF BIOETHICS
Embryo adoption: An open question?

natal adoption.” This
proposal, praiseworthy
with regard to the in-
tention of respecting
and defending human
life, presents however
various problems not
dissimilar 10
those mentioned
above.”

This passage
reveals that even
when we face the
stark  prospect
of the outright
killing of frozen
human embryos
(“otherwise con-
demned to de-
struction”), this
does not allow us
to bypass or ignore the
substantive moral ob-
jections inherent in em-
bryo transfer proposals.

The final section of the
passage concludes with
a forceful and unam-
biguous assertion: “All
things considered, it
needs to be recognized
that the thousands of
abandoned embryos
represent a situation of
injustice which in fact
cannot be resolved.”

Despite the tragedy of
the countless embryonic
humans “frozen in time”
(with thousands more
each day being added
to the stockpiles), Dig-
nitas Personae rejects
the practice of embryo
adoption.

A second, older
Church document re-
leased in 1987 and enti-
tled Donum Vitae refer-
ences the “absurd fate”
to which human embry-

Father Tad
Pacholczyk, Ph.D.

os have been exposed by
freezing them, and then
notes that there is “no
possibility of their be-
ing offered safe means
of survival which can
be licitly pursued” (5).
Hence, it would
seem even as far
back as the late
80s, a negative
judgment had al-
ready been made
by the teaching
authority of the
Church regard-
ing the question
of embryo adop-
tion.

In addition to
there being no
morally permissible
means of a path to sur-
vival for these embryos,
Donum Vitae declares
the basic human right of
every person “to be con-
ceived and to be born
within marriage and
from marriage.” For em-
bryos to be “born from
marriage” points also to
the moral significance
of the circumstances of
our gestation.

Interestingly, Donum
Vitae repetitively em-
ploys the phrase, “IVF
and ET” (in vitro fer-
tilization and embryo
transfer). This con-
joined phrase appears
a remarkable sixteen
times throughout the
document as it seeks
to explain the ethical

concerns surrounding
assisted  reproductive
technologies.

The deliberate inclu-
sion of “ET” points to

the fact that it is not
merely the “in vitro” or
“extracorporeal concep-
tion” aspect that ren-
ders the procedure im-
moral, but also that the
ET step itself violates
sound ethics.

In other words, it
seems that a double
moral evil can be identi-
fied in each instance of
in vitro fertilization and
embryo transfer:

(1) The manufac-
ture of human beings
in glassware, outside-
the-body (and out-
side-the-marital-act);
and

(2) The importation/
implantation of an out-
side-the-body generated
embryo into the uterus.

Number two, of
course, would consti-
tute an action largely
synonymous with “em-
bryo adoption” or “em-
bryo rescue.”

Taken together, these
documents point to the
fact that transferring a
stranger’s embryo into
one’s wife violates the
inner structure of mari-
tal fruitfulness.

Based on these texts,
we can also begin to
grasp how embryo trans-
fer, even motivated with
the best of intentions,
nevertheless involves a
form of “pirating” the
wife’s body for designs
that are not proper to
its intrinsic order with-

in marriage. Dignitas
Personae also compares
embryo adoption to
“any form of surrogate
motherhood,” which the
Church teaches to be
morally unacceptable.

Couples who have
done IVF and ended up
with frozen childrenface
an excruciatingly dif-
ficult situation as they
try to figure out what to
do with their “leftover”
embryonic offspring. I
offered some possible
approaches to this situ-
ation in a previous arti-
cle (see https://tinyurl.
com/4euab5j5p).

Soitis clearly problem-
atic to assert that em-
bryo adoption remains
an “open question” for
Catholics. Close scrutiny
of key magisterial texts
and reflection upon the
explanations provided
by those documents in-
dicate that the practice
of embryo transfer in-
volves  fundamentally
unethical actions.

Rev. Tadeusz Pachol-
czyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at
Harvard. He is a priest of
the diocese of Fall River,
MA, and serves as Senior
Ethicist at The National
Catholic Bioethics Cen-
ter in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org and
www.fathertad.com.
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Advent guide to
ablessed Christmas

As the hours in darkness
increased until the winter sol-
stice happened on Dec.21, we
now begin to experience a little
more light each day. Our world
around us, too, seems to be
covered with the darkness of
war, hunger, homelessness and
violence. As a result, we can at
times be enveloped in fear and
anxiety. How appropriate for us
in the Northern Hemisphere to
celebrate the return of longer
days of the sun, as we celebrate
the birth of the Son who is the
creator of the whole Universe!

One of our prominent guides
during the Advent Season is
John the Baptist. We are very
familiar with John in the Ad-
vent season, but he may also
have a role as a quide in our
celebration of Christmas, too.
His first role is very familiar. It
alls us to prepare our hearts
for the coming of the Light
of the world. We are urged to
repent and make “straight the
way for the Lord.” This blessed
Advent season encourages us
to be in touch with what resis-
tances and obstacles that may
be blocking the road that leads
toa closer relationship with the
Lord.

John’s role is more than call-
ing us to grow in relationship
to God. He was a herald of God,
light in the darkness in his time.
Are we too being called to be a
herald of Christ’s Light in our
own times of darkness? Cre-
ation seems to share in this call
to shed light upon the earth.
Think of the star that led the
wise men and the mention of
stars in many Christmas songs.
As we pray before the crib of
the Son who became one with
us, let’s take time to look up
at the stars and pray with the
(reator of all the creation that
shines upon us. May we re-
spond, like John, and become
heralds of God’s light and love
in our own days.

THE MONTHLY PRAYER R

This week marks the anniversary of the deaths of the following
clergymen who served in the Diocese of Ogdensburg

Dec.24 —Rev.Jean (laude Leonard, 0.M.1., 1868

Dec.25 — Rev.Patrick Lyons, 1911; Rev. Oswald L. Bentley, 1940

Dec. 26 — Rev. Aloysius Hyacinth McMahon, 1936; Deacon Andrew
Yarchuk, 2019

Dec. 27 - Rev. Hollis David Burns, 1936; Rev. Henry Gilbeau, 0.F. M.
Conv., 1978; Rev.Wilfred L.DeRoche, 2013

Dec. 28 - Rev. Nicolaus Burtin, 0.M.1,, 1902; Msgr. John M. Water-
house, 1995; Rev. Eugene J. Beaudet, 2004; Rev. Howard P. Mc(asland,
2010

Dec. 29 —Rev.John A.Mullen, 1887

Dec. 30 — Rev. Jean Baptiste Lemercier, 1863; Rev. Sam D’Angelo,
0.5.A.,1961; Deacon Victor Demers, 2003

Dec. 31 — Rev. Joseph Butler, 1894; Rev. Benedict Granottier, 1930;
Msgr. Clarence A.Kitts, 1949

Jan.1-Rev.Earl Leo Taylor, 1974

Jan.2 —Rev.Henry William McFadden, 1978; Deacon Robert J.LeClair,
2009; Rev. Patrick J. 0'Reilly, 2022

Jan. 3 —Rev.A.J.M.Viau, 1966; Rev.Hilary Neal, 0.P, 1986

Jan. 4 — Rev. James Edwin 0'Haire, 1877; Rev. Michael Walsh, M.S.C.,
1977; Rev. Charles E. Chase, 2011

Jan. 5 — Rev. Louis Lebrett, 0.M.1., 1903; Msgr. Dennis E. Lynch, 1979;
Rev.Raoul J. Poirier, M.Afr,, 1997; Rev. Adrian Gallagher, 2022

Jan. 6 — Rev. James Dennis Phalon, 1974; Deacon George W. Carroll,
1994; Rev.Benoit Dostie, M.S.C., 2007; Msgr. Robert J. McCarthy, 2018

QUEST FOR PRIESTS

WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?

== PRAYER SUGGESTION s
Eternal Father, Mass

we lift up to you these Rosary
and all the priests of the world. Fasting
Sanctify them. Day Offering

Eucharistic Adoration
Offering of Sufferings
Divine Mercy Chaplet

Heal and guide them.

Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son, Jesus,

the Eternal High Priest.

May their lives be pleasing to
you. In Jesus' name we pray.

Or whatever the Lord

inspires you to offer Him Sﬂ“ ua";/
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The Diocese of 0gdensburg has scheduled Protecting God's Chil-
dren training sessions.This required training addresses child abuse,
the methods and means by which abusers commit abuse, and the
five steps to prevent abuse from occurring and stop it from continu-
ing. Pre-registration is encouraged at www.virtus.org. Upcoming
sessions:

Dec.30 - 5 p.m.— St.Peter’s Church, Lowville

Bishop’s Public Schedule

Dec. 24 — 4 p.m.— Christmas Vigil Mass at St.Mary’s Cathedral
Dec.25 - 11 a.m.— Mass at St.Joseph’s Home in Ogdensburg
Dec.27 — 4 p.m.— Mass at St.Mary’s Cathedral
Dec 28 - 11 a.m.— Mass Celebrating the Closing of the Holy Year at
St.Mary’s Cathedral
Dec29 —Noon — Mass at St.Mary’s Cathedral
Dec. 30 — noon — Mass at St.Mary’s Cathedral
Dec.31 -4 p.m.—Mass at St.Mary’s Cathedral
Jan. 2 — Noon — Mass at St.Mary’s Cathedral
Jan. 3 — 4 p.m.— Mass at St.Mary’s Cathedral
Jan.4-11a.m.—Mass at St.Joseph’s Home in Ogdensburg
Jan.5 - Noon -
Mass at St.Mary’s Cathedral
Jan. 6 - 3:30 p.m. — New York State Catholic Conference Board of
Bishops Executive Committee Conference (all

6 p.m.— Annual Jefferson-Lewis Deanery (lergy Dinner at Pete’s
Trattoria Restaurant in Watertown
Jan. 7 — Noon — Mass at St.Mary’s Cathedral

To Report Abuse

If you have a complaint of suspected misconduct involving dioc-
esan clergy, religious, employees or volunteers, contact Victim As-
sistance Coordinator, Terrianne Yanulavich, Ph.D., LMHC, 5050 Route
374, Merrill, NY 12955; terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com; Phone:
518-569-0612; or Father Christopher Carrara, the Episcopal Vicar for
(lergy; ccarrara@rcdony.org Phone: 315-393-2920 ext. 1340.

If you have a complaint of suspected sexual abuse or related mis-
conduct by the bishops, contact the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting
Service at 800-276-1562 or www.ReportBishopAbuse.org

Christmas Bleésings td éll!

From the Natural Family Planning Office
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CALLED TO SERVE

Christmas around the world

WhyChristmas.com. It
is a copyright protect-
ed website but “schools,
teachers, youth groups,
churches, stu- .
dents, etc. can
use the content
of the site with
no copyright
worries! Howev-
er, please credit
any information
on the site you
use to: James
Cooper or www.
whychristmas.
com”

Consider that
done. I suggest
you surf over to the site.
After you've read this
North Country Catho-
lic edition front page to
back of course. But do
sample it.

Bet you will spend
some time on the pages.

I was intrigued by the
work Cooper has put into
the site, now in its 25th
year.

Among other tabs is a
list of 90+ countries and
their Christmas tradi-
tions.

I chose Bulgaria, Mali
and Sri Lanka to give you
a taste of what you will
find. There was no par-
ticular reason for my se-
lections, but it turns out
the three I selected all
celebrate Christmas on
December 25.

Bulgaria is different
from its neighboring
countries in Europe. The
others celebrate on Jan-
uary 7. It has to do with
Orthodox Catholics not
adopting the Gregorian
calendar back in 1582.

Deacon
Kevin Mastellon

Bulgarians are different.
Let’s leave it at that.

“Following the Christ-
mas Eve meal some peo-
ple will go to a Mid-
night Mass service.
You might also
hear Koledari (car-
ol singers) which
are normally young
men who go carol
singing dressed in
traditional cloth-
ing. The singing
can only start after
midnight.”

“Vesela Koleda.”
Merry Christmas in
Bulgarian.

Mali is a large, land-
locked nation in West
Africa. It is a Muslim
nation, but Christmas is
celebrated as a national
holiday.

That makes sense to
me. We Catholic school
kids in New York City got
all the Jewish holidays
off too since the public
schools were closed. We
thought that was a good
deal.

“Not many people give
and receive presents at
Christmas in Mali. It is
only normally done by
rich families.”

Mali was originally set-
tled by the French and
that language is still spo-
ken by many in Mali. Joy-
eux Noél.

Sri Lanka is southeast
of India. Most folks in this
island nation are Bud-
dhists. The seven percent
that are Christian, most-
ly Catholic, take over at
Christmas time.

For Christians in Sri
Lanka, the Christmas

i e

= AN AMERICAN /=

REVOLUTION & BuIcK: Y ponTiac SME. ENEEEM
“Family owned dealership serving the
North Country for over 56 years!”

For more information, visit our Website
at: www.barstowmotors.com

MARKET ST., POTSDAM, NY < (315) 265-8800

season starts on Decem-
ber 1 when people let
off firecrackers at dawn!
The streets are decorated
and the shopping cen-
ters have large Christmas
Trees in them. Big compa-
nies have Christmas par-
ties and large hotels have
Christmas dinner danc-
es. The Christians go to
Midnight Mass services
all over the country. They

also invite friends, both
Christian and non-Chris-
tian to their homes for
parties.”

And they do it all again
to celebrate the new cal-
endar year.

The spoken language
in Sri Lanka is Sinhala.
Merry Christmas is Suba
Naththalak Wewa.

On this continent we
will spend our time wor-

LUKE 1:32

rying about gifts for oth-
ers, decorating homes,
offices, and churches,
preparing meals and
hopefully, going to Mass.

It is Christmas.

May your heart be lift-
ed in praise this Christ-
mas for the wonderful
gift of Jesus and the joy
He brings to our lives.
Have a Merry Christmas
and a Blessed New Year.

:

Merry Christmas and
a Blessed New Year

to everyone across the Diocese.

From Blessed Sacrament Parish,

who worship at

St. Patrick’s, St. Anthony’s
& Holy Family Churches,

Watertown
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Pope names new archbishop

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 Addressing the enormous heart for brothers and sisters.” with my mind, heart,
the priests, the dea- archdiocese’s Span- Latino culture and  Responding to spec- and soul, and I strive
cons, the religious, ish-speaking faithful, Hispanic people,” he ulation in the media to love my neighbor as
the lay leaders of [the] the archbishop-desig- mentioned he has two and on the internet as myself.”
archdiocese” as well as nate spoke in Spanish Colombian nephews, to who he is as a bish- “My desire is to be
working with the “great of his past ministry Puerto Rican godpar- op, Hicks said: “If you obedient to the Holy
variety and diversity of in Mexico and Central ents, many Dominican want to know the core Spirit and to do the will
faith leaders and civic America, including five friends, and that he of who I am and what of God, serving with a
leaders” that populate years in El Salvador. intends “to walk with I stand for, you should shepherd’s heart,” he

13

New York City. Saying he has “an all of you, together, as know this: I love Jesus emphasized.

DECEMBER 24, 2025

May the Hope of Christmas
shine fm'gktly on you Ang

The magic of Christmas is not in the onur 101/5({ ones.
presents, but in His presence. A_nd mwv t[\& Wﬂﬂt{&f
’

Prayers & Blessings to you and yours { ,
during this Holy Christmas season & always! e ﬂn‘( f enLe ‘,f our savier

Merry Christmas from ]ﬂSIAS G[\J’iSt,
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ be with 1701,, this season

shd Alexis Mivhwel and all year t[mmgk.
in the

Pontifical Mission Societies of the M&T‘ﬂj a’kT‘iftl’ﬂﬂS
Diocese of Ogdensburg! om

3t. Peter’s Parish, Massena!

., | Chl'ist.ma.s Peace to All |

: 3 . 3 % ' ,
At this time of giving, we are reminded of the greatest gift ever— Jesus Christ. ¢
_« During this Haly Season, may you experi¢nce-the priceless

gift of love that came with the birth of our Savior.

Wishing you and your familics a Blessed Christmas !




H NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC H

DIOCESAN LIFE 9

DECEMBER 24,2025

Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks is pleased
to announce that Krista
Berger has joined our
Team as Director of El-
der Care and Volunteer
Services. Krista comes
to Mercy Care as the
former Program Coor-
dinator for NYS Wom-
en, Infants and Chil-
dren Program (WIC) for
Essex County. Krista
has spent years leading
compassionate, com-
munity-centered initia-
tives designed to im-
prove health outcomes,
strengthen social sup-
port systems, and em-
power vulnerable popu-
lations to thrive.

Krista has experience
in matching people
with appropriate sup-
ports, onboarding and
supervising staff and
volunteers, and build-
ing strong relationships
with health, human ser-
vice, and community or-
ganizations.

Donna Beal,

(S

\
/

Mercy

St. Patricks Chateaugay
St Francis of Assisi, Constable
St Marys of the Fort, Fort Covington

Care Executive Director
remarked, “Krista has
mercy in her heart to
ensure coordinated care
among Mercy Care’s
more than 100 kind and
compassionate Volun-
teers who carry out “er-
rands of mercy” to more
than 200 elders to help
them enjoy happier and
fuller lives. Krista’s ex-
perience aligns closely
with Mercy Care’s mis-
sion and programs to
empower older adults
to navigate complex sys-
tems and remain con-
nected to their commu-
nity and the resources
they need to age in place
with dignity.”

Mercy Care for the Ad-
irondacks is governed
by a local board of di-
rectors and relies solely
on grants and charitable
gifts from individuals,
businesses, and foun-
dations for its support.
Mercy Care’s services
are provided free of
charge to those we as-

Year 2026!

Christmas,

Y one chosen *0 see Ch"is{'.ll

‘ Therefore, "Rejoice in the
birth of our Savior is a

Dear Brothers and' Sisters,
I'm so humbled and blessed, to wish you and all your
fami/y members, Merry Christmas and Blessed New |

\ Here's a aluofe from St Teresa of Calcutta, "My
prayer for E{ou is that when Christ comes fo you in R

e ma Fmd in you a warm hOWIE, warm ‘S

love like that of a simlp/e she]pherd who was the

Christ. May the divine IigH of this ho/y a'ay shine 8
brighﬂy upon you and your fami/y"

Please be assure of my prayers and God's manifold
b/essings at this Christmas and the year o come.

(O)/"; %/ ,),,)',,/,,

@

first |oa\

’joy of Christmas, for the (

so our own new birth in

dirondacks

ur? &l N
LI,

i
'8
(4

Mercy Care for the Adirondacks’ team includes, from left, Mike McGurk, Donna Beal, Hannah Pelletieri,
Karen Rodriguez, Lexi Bevilacqua, Krista Berger, Stacey LaMountain

sist.
Mercy Care for the Ad-
irondacks is located at

185 Old Military Road, please visit Mercy Care’s
Lake Placid, NY 12946. web site at http://www.
For more information, adkmercy.org

i

Wishing you peace and
G happiness this season.

~ Parishes of Southern Lewis County

St. Mary'’s, St. Martin’s, St. John’s & St, Mary Nativity

Sisters Adorers of the

Precious Blood
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Vatican prepares to close Holy Doors, ending jubilee

Just a few weeks remain until the closing of the holy year, which was
inaugurated by Pope Frandis on Dec. 24, 2024. On Jan. 6, 2026, Pope
Leo XIV will be the one to close the enormous bronze door of St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica in the Vatican, through which nearly 30 million pilgrims
have passed during the last 12 months seeking a plenary indulgence.
This Holy Door is slated to be reopened in 2033, when the Church cele-
brates the Extraordinary Holy Year of the Redemption.

Therapists 0K'd to counsel kids claiming to be opposite sex
Counselors and therapists in Michigan will be allowed to treat chil-
dren who believe themselves to be the opposite sex, striking down a
Michigan law that outlawed such counseling by claiming it constitutes
“conversion therapy.”The Dec.17 ruling at the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 6th Circuit blocked the Michigan law by stating that it “discrimi-
nates based on viewpoint” by forbidding therapists from counseling
children that they are their own biological sex rather than the oppo-
site sex.The court noted that the law “expressly” allows therapists to
help children commit to a so-called “transition” to the opposite sex.
The rule is a“near-certain violation” of the First Amendment, the order
said. The Michigan law was passed on the grounds that steering chil-
dren away from a transgender identity constitutes “conversion”similar
to counseling that seeks to mitigate same-sex attraction. LGBT advo-
cates claim that such “conversion therapy” has been discredited and
constitutes a danger to therapy patients.The lawsuit was first brought
to court in July 2024 after the law passed in February of that year. A
lower court had earlier ruled against the therapists’ claims that their
counseling constitutes protected First Amendment speech.

Mirade of liquefaction of blood repeated in Naples, Italy

The miracle of the liquefaction of the blood of St. Januarius, patron
saint of the Italian city of Naples, occurred again on Tuesday, Dec. 16.
According to the Archdiocese of Naples, the miracle took place after
Mass in the Royal Chapel of the Treasure of St.Januarius on the feast
of the patronage of St. Januarius.“At 9:13 a.m. local time, the blood
already appeared semi-liquid. At 10:05 a.m., the complete liquefac-
tion was announced,” the archdiocese reported.“Dec. 16 is the third
of three annual celebrations in honor of the martyred saint. This date
commemorates the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 1631, when the
Neapolitans requested and obtained the miraculous intervention of
St.Januarius to prevent the lava from enqulfing the city,” he explained.
The announcement of the miracle was made by Monsignor Vincenzo
De Gregorio, abbot of the Chapel of the Treasure of St. Januarius. The
phial, once the miracle had occurred, was carried in procession to the
chapel so that all those present could see it.The miracle usually occurs
on two other days of the year: every Sept. 19 (the anniversary of St.
Januarius’ martyrdom) and the Saturday before the first Sunday of
May (in remembrance of the transfer of his remains to Naples).

DECEMBER 24, 2025

Pew survey sheds light
on characteristics of U.S.
Catholic population

By Tessa Gervasini
(atholic News Agency

About half of American adults who
were raised Catholic and stayed in the
Church said the faith continues to “ful-
fill their spiritual needs,” according to
a Pew Research Center report.

The Dec. 15 report, “Why Do Some
Americans Leave Their Religion While
Others Stay?”, examines the religious
switching of U.S. adults. It looks into
the reasons why people stay or leave
their childhood faith, addressing the
social and demographic factors associ-
ated with the changes.

The report includes findings from a
survey of 8,937 U.S. adults who are part
of the Center’s American Trends Panel
(ATP). The survey was conducted May
5-11 and its overall margin of error is
1.4 percentage points. It also uses in-
formation from the center’s 2023-24
Religious Landscape Study (RLS), a sur-
vey of 36,908 U.S. adults conducted
from July 17, 2023, to March 4, 2024,
with an overall margin of error of 0.8
percentage points.

While the report revealed many U.S.
adults (35%) have left the religion they
grew up in, the majority of Americans
(56%) still identify with their childhood
religion. Another 9% weren’t raised in a
religion and still don’t have one today.

Of the U.S. adults who still identi-
fy with their childhood religion, 64%
credited their belief in the religion’s
teachings as an “extremely important”
or “very important” reason as to why
they stayed. Another 61% said their re-
ligion fulfills their spiritual needs, and
56% said their religion gives life mean-
ing.

Other attributions included a sense
of community (44%), familiarity (39%),
traditions (39%), and the religion’s
teachings on social and political issues
(32%).

The research found 46% of Amer-
icans who have left their childhood
religion said the extremely or very im-
portant reason behind their decision
was that they stopped believing in the
religion’s teachings; 38% said it wasn’t
important in their life; and 38% said
they gradually drifted away.

Among the Catholics who have kept
their religious identities, 54% said a
key reason they are Catholic today is
because it fulfills their spiritual needs.

About 53% credited belief in the re-
ligion’s teachings, and 47% said it’s
because Catholicism gives their life
meaning.

The survey found that adults who
were raised in “highly religious” house-
holds are more likely to have remained
in their childhood religion (82%) than
those who grew up in households with
“medium-high” (77%), “medium-low”
(62%), or “low levels” of religiousness
(47%).

The majority of lifelong Catholics re-
ported they had a “mostly positive ex-
perience” with religion when growing
up (73%).

According to Pew’s RLS, an estimat-
ed 19% of U.S. adults are Catholic in-
cluding 17% who were raised Catholic
and are Catholic today, and 2% who are
Catholic today after they were raised
another way.

Of the adults surveyed in the RLS
who left the Catholic faith, 14% are
now Protestant, compared with 1% of
Americans raised Protestant who are
now Catholic.

The RLS found that 13% of U.S. adults
are former Catholics, including 6% who
were raised Catholic but now identify
in another way and 7% who are reli-
giously unaffiliated. Of the religious
“nones,” 81% said an extremely or very
important reason they left is because
they believe they can be moral without
religion.

Americans cited other reasons in-
cluding they question a lot of religion’s
teachings (67%), they don’t need a re-
ligion to be spiritual (57%), they don’t
like religious organizations (53%), and
they distrust religious leaders (52%).

Social and demographic reasons for
switching

The RLS found that 73% of Republi-
cans and independents who lean Re-
publican still identify with the religion
in which they were raised, compared
with the 56% of Democrats and Demo-
cratic-leaning adults.

Democrats who were raised in a re-
ligion are also more likely to be reli-
gious “nones” today than Republicans
who were raised in a religion.

The RLS also found that age affected
patterns. Among adults ages 65 and
older who were raised in a religion,
74% still identify with that religion. Of
the adults under 30, 55% still identify
with their childhood religion.
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ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

ALPHA

Lake Placid — ALPHA to be held, all
are invited no matter your back-
ground or beliefs.

Date: Starting Feb. 22 on Sun-
days for 11 weeks There are breaks
for Spring vacation and Easter

Time: 11:15a.m.to 1:15 p.m.

Place: St. Agnes School

Features: Meet new people
and unpack the Christian faith to-
gether. Alpha is for anyone who's
curious. No judgement, no pres-
sure. Each session unpacks a big
question of life, faith and purpose
and is designed to spark conver-
sation. This is a free event and in-
cludes a delicious lunch.

Contact: For more information
contact Debra Lennon at lennon-
debra26@gmail.com, 518-524-
4388

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

FIRST FRIDAY
Champlain — St. Mary’s to have
Mass, Exposition and Benediction
every first Friday of the month.
Date: Jan.2
Schedule: 9 a.m. Mass fol-
lowed by Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament. 11 a.m. Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament.

SOAKING PRAYERS SESSIONS
Plattsburgh — Come enjoy a re-
laxing prayer opportunity the first
Monday of the month.

Date: Jan. 5, Feb. 2, March 2,
April 6,May 4 and June 1

Time: New time, 1:30 p.m. to
3:30,n0 more evening sessions.

Place: Newman (enter

Features: Session includes a
praise and worship segment fol-
lowed by scripture readings, soak-
ing prayer and healing prayers.
Led by Eve McGill, Living Waters
Ministry. All are welcome.

Contact: evemcgill16@charter.
net

CELEBRATION OF

LIFE PLANNING

Ellenburg Center - The Bereave-
ment and Community Support
Committee of Saint Bernard's and
Saint Edmund’s Parishes invites

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”.
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

the public to a“Celebration of Life
Planning Expo’

Date: Jan. 17 (if inclement
weather, it will be Jan. 24)

Time: 10 a.m.

Place: St.Edmund’s Parish Hall

Features: This free community
event will provide helpful resourc-
es for families wishing to prepare
for their end-of-life needs—spir-
itually, practically, and with peace
of mind. Participants will include
grief counselors, estate planners,
legal and financial advisors, fu-
neral directors, clergy, musicians,
caterers, florists, monument and
memorial specialists, cemetery
and mausoleum representatives.

Contact: For more information,
contact Mary Ellen Tomo at (518)
569-4447

HOT DINNERS
Malone — St. André Bessette Par-
ish to offer free community hot
dinners.

Date: Every Wednesday

Time:4p.m.to 5

Place: St. André Outreach Cen-
ter

Features: Food is prepared by
the BOCES Culinary Arts Students.
Eat in only.

JEFFERSON-LEWIS

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and

the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be
observed the first Sunday of the
month.
Date: Jan.4
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig’s Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

SPAGHETTI &
MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Columbus
will be having a spaghetti & meat-
ball dinner.

Date: Jan. 10

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $12; Seniors, $10;
AT TS

Children 12 and under, $5; under 5,
Free; Sauce or meatballs available
for $6 per quart

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
(arthage — Pancake Breakfast to
be held in support of Augustinian
Academy, sponsored by the (ar-
thage K of C Father John Cosmic
#291 and Ave Maria Circle.

Date: Jan.11,Feb.8

Time: 8 a.m.to noon

Place: St. James Community
Room

Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8;
Children under 10, $5; Family of
4,430

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan-
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage,
Baked Goods, Juice, and Coffee

Contact: For more information
call 315-493-3224

ST. LAWRENCE

TRIVIA NIGHT
Ogdensburg - The Vocations Com-
mittee for the Catholic Churches of
Ogdensburg, Heuvelton and Lis-
bon is planning a Trivia Night.
Date: Jan.2
Time: Doors open at 6 p.m.,
trivia starts at 7 p.m.
Place: Martin Fieldhouse
Features: All funds raised will
be donated to the Diocese of Og-
denshurg to help offset the mis-
cellaneous college costs for the
seminarians. Join_us for a night

\

A arm 11 T1th
VY (] | W ‘

of fun and friendly competition
in a contest of general knowledge
across a variety of topics! Teams of
up to 6 will compete for the brag-
ging rights and the Grand Prize. All
players are eligible for door prizes!
Mulligans will be sold at the door.
Contact: More rules and regis-
tration at www.ogdenshurgcath-
olics.net/trivia or email vocation-
sarenottrivial@rcdony.org

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devotions
for First Saturday.

Date: Jan.3

Time: 8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church, Og-
densburg

Features: Rosary with devo-
tions

FIRST SATURDAY

ROSARY DEVOTION

Massena - Sacred Heart Church to
have first Saturday Rosary Devo-
tion.

Date: Jan.3

Time: 3:15 p.m.

Features: First Saturday Rosa-
ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fati-
ma. Confessions will be available.
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m.

MENS GROUP
Massena — Men’s group to meet
the first Saturday of every month.
Date: Jan.3
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Hochul pledges to sign assisted suicide bill

By Kate Quifiones
(atholic News Agency

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul
will sign into law an assisted
suicide bill that Catholic leaders
have ardently opposed, making
New York the 13th state to al-
low the practice.

Hochul, who called it an “in-
credibly difficult decision,” said
she will sign the bill after law-
makers add some “guardrails.”
The bill allows doctors to give
terminally ill patients drugs to
end their lives. Hochul's addi-
tions to the law include requir-
ing a waiting period, a recorded
oral request for death, and a
health evaluation. The law will
go into effect six months after
signing.

Cardinal Timothy Dolan of
New York and other New York
bishops have been outspoken
against the legislation, issuing
several statements opposing it.
In a brief meeting with Hochul
over the summer, Dolan urged
her not to sign the measure.

Earlier this month, Illinois
Gov. JB Pritzker signed into law
similar assisted suicide legis-
lation. Other jurisdictions that
permit assisted suicide include:
California, Colorado, Delaware,
Hawaii, Maine, New Jersey,
New Mexico, Oregon, Vermont,

Washington, and the District of
Columbia.

Hochul, who is a Catholic Uni-
versity of America alumna, said
in a Dec. 17 statement that the
bill will enable people “to suf-
fer less — to shorten not their
lives, but their deaths.”

“New York has long been a
beacon of freedom, and now
it is time we extend that free-
dom to terminally ill New York-
ers who want the right to die
comfortably and on their own
terms,” Hochul said.

“My mother died of ALS, and I
am all too familiar with the pain
of seeing someone you love suf-
fer and being powerless to stop
it,” she continued.

In a joint statement, Dolan
and the bishops of New York
state said they were “extraor-
dinarily troubled” by Hochul’s
announcement.

The bishops say the law en-
dangers the vulnerable, calling
assisted suicide “a grave moral
evil” that “is in direct conflict
with Catholic teaching on the
sacredness and dignity of all
human life.”

“This new law signals our gov-
ernment’s abandonment of its
most vulnerable citizens, telling
people who are sick or disabled
that suicide in their case is not
only acceptable but is encour-
aged by our elected leaders,”

Around the diocese
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the Dec. 17 statement said.

The Patients’ Rights Action
Fund, a nonpartisan group that
opposes assisted suicide on the
grounds that it is inherentaly
discriminatory, said that “safe-
guards” in bills like the one Ho-
chul said she would sign “are
falling short” where they exist.

“The amendments added that
try to address the serious dan-
gers that come with legalizing
assisted suicide do nothing to
protect people who deserve
care and support from the state
and their medical teams,” Matt
Valliere, who heads the group,
said in a Dec. 17 statement
shared with CNA.

Citing the tragic case of Ei-
leen Mihich, a woman strug-
gling with mental illness who
died under the assisted suicide
law in Washington state, Val-
liere said that “it is impossible
to prevent abuse of the law in
which people not on the verge
of dying can utilize assisted sui-
cide.”

“There is no true account-
ability to protect patients from
potential harm, abuse, or coer-
cion,” Valliére continued.

The New York bishops also
raised concerns about mental
health, saying the law “will se-
riously undermine” anti-suicide
and mental health care efforts
made by Hochul.

“How can any society have
credibility to tell young people
or people with depression that
suicide is never the answer,
while at the same time telling
elderly and sick people that it
is a compassionate choice to be
celebrated?” the bishops stated.

The bishops urged the state
to instead invest in palliative
care, which is medicine focused
on relieving suffering and im-
proving quality of life for peo-
ple with serious illnesses.

“We call on Catholics and all
New Yorkers to reject physi-
cian-assisted suicide for them-
selves, their loved ones, and
those in their care,” the bish-
ops said. “And we pray that our
state turns away from its pro-
motion of a culture of death
and invest instead in life-af-
firming, compassionate hospice
and palliative care, which is se-
riously underutilized.”

Valliére also called for better
access to palliative care.

“Gov. Hochul’s statements un-
dermine the importance of hos-
pice and palliative care, which
provides the compassionate
end-of-life experience for which
so many are advocating but
is drastically underutilized in
New York,” Valliére said. “We
need more access to this care,
not a fast track to death in the
absence of it.”

Time: 9 a.m. Mass with meet-
ing to follow
Place: Sacred Heart Church

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St. Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: Jan. 11 (Second Sunday
of each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, 95;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information

contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

MEAL DELIVERY

DRIVERS NEEDED

The St. Lawrence County Office for
the Aging is seeking drivers for
home delivered meals in Brasher
Falls, DeKalb, Canton, Gouverneur,
Morristown, Ogdensburg, Pots-
dam and Star Lake.

Features: These drivers deliv-
er hot, nutritious meals to older
adults. Many are homebound and
receive a lunchtime meal Monday
through Friday. A critical compo-
nent of this program is the daily
wellness check that is provided
by this service. Drivers receive a

mileage reimbursement. Typical
deliveries take place between 9:30
a.m.and 11:30 a.m. Routes can be
between one hour and two hours.
You can volunteer for one day a
week or several.Any help is greatly
appreciated.

Contact: If you are interested
please contact Danielle Durant at
315-386-4730.

DIOCESAN EVENTS

NYS DISCERNMENT RETREAT

Utica - Are you a young man (age
18+) who feels called to the
priesthood? The New York State
Discernment Retreat, sponsored
by the NYS Vocation Directors, is
an annual opportunity to gather

with others who are discerning
God’s call.

Date: Jan.8- 10

Place: The Good News Center

Features: Vocation Directors
and seminarians will share their
stories of faith and offer guid-
ance for discernment. The retreat
includes time for personal prayer
and social fellowship.

Contact: Register by Jan. 1 by
emailing vocations@syrdio.org

RITE OF ELECTION
Ogdensburg - The Rite of Election
and Call to Continuing Conversion
to be held.

Date: Feb.22

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral
Contact: RSVP deadline: Feb
11to Asoltero@rcdony.org

HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN
Ogdensburg — Save the Date!
Highway to Heaven: The Journey
Continues! Featuring Fr. Jonathan
Meyer, popular YouTube sensa-
tion and National Preacher of the
Eucharistic Revival. Join Bishop
LaValley for Holy Mass, Eucharistic
Adoration, sacred music,and more.
Additional details coming soon!

Date: May 16

Place: St. Mary’s (athedral

Contact: Mary Beth Bracy at
marybethbracy@gmail.com ~ for
more information.
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Henrie, EWTN to debut ‘Seeking Beauty’

By Francesca Pollio Fenton
(atholic News Agency

EWTN Studios in part-
nership with Catholic
actor and director Da-
vid Henrie announced
earlier this month the
upcoming premiere
of “Seeking Beauty,” a
first-of-its-kind adven-
ture documentary se-
ries that explores cul-
ture, architecture, food,
art, and music, and
aims to point viewers
to the beautiful — and
ultimately to the divine.

Set to debut on EWTN+
on Jan. 19, 2026, the
series follows Henrie’s
journey into the heart
of Italy to explore what
makes Italian culture
one of the most beauti-
ful in the world.

It not only looks at
the physical beauty of
the country but also its
spiritual richness.

According to a press
release, Henrie, best
known for his role as
Justin Russo in Disney’s
“Wizards of Waverly
Place,” said: “We want-
ed an experience for
viewers, so we flipped
the format on its head.
We have someone
who’s not an expert —
which is me — inviting
the audience to go on a
journey. We go all over
Italy, and we meet with
locals, artists, experts,
and I'm sitting down
asking questions that
maybe you at home
would want to ask... I
was blown away; hope-
fully, you’ll be blown
away, too, because we
had some beautiful ex-
periences.”

From the dome of St.
Peter’s Basilica in Rome
to quaint restoration
workshops where the
masterpieces of Cara-
vaggio and Michaelan-
gelo are studied, the se-

ries weaves adventure
with spiritual insight.

In an interview with
EWTN News President
Montse Alvarado con-
ducted earlier this year,
Henrie shared that a
moment that stood out
to him while filming
the series was watch-
ing an old Caravaggio
painting be restored.

He recalled being
shown by artists doing
the restoration some
of the mistakes made
in the painting that
are only noticeable up
close. Henrie called this
experience “humaniz-
ing.”

“When you think of
great artists before
you, they're almost so
high that it's like un-
reachable ... and to get
to see their works up
close with a restorer
was so cool to go, ‘Oh,
this person was human.
He completely painted
over what he did. There
was something he tried
that didn’t work at all,””
he said. “That was re-
ally cool to me to learn
how human these art-
ists were and that they
were struggling with
the same things that I
struggle with, just in a
different medium.”

The actor empha-
sized that the common
theme throughout the
series is “that beauty
has a capital B — that
beauty is ultimately
the language of the di-
vine and a reflection of
God.”

The series

is pro-

duced by EWTN Stu-
dios, in partnership
with Digital Continent
and an association with
Novo Inspire and Sa-
cred Arthouse.

“David Henrie’s pas-
sion for storytelling
that honors the good,
the true, and the beauti-
ful aligns perfectly with
EWTN’s legacy of inno-
vative Catholic media,”
Peter Gagnon, presi-
dent of EWTN Studios,
said in the press re-
lease. “Through ‘Seek-
ing Beauty’ on EWTN+,
we’re not just enter-
taining, we’re inspiring
transformation, one
breathtaking discovery

at a time.”

Henrie’s production
company, Novo Inspire
Studios, aims to cre-
ate entertaining, time-
less, and meaningful
content that the whole
family can enjoy.

The company’s work
was recently nominat-
ed by the Television
Critics Association
Awards for Outstand-
ing Achievement in
Family Programming,
which Henrie called a
“massive honor.”

EWTIN Studios was
recently launched by
EWTN as part of its
new organizational re-
structuring, continuing

the media organiza-
tion’s legacy of creating
impactful content in
the Catholic sphere in
a way that reflects the
changing nature of me-
dia and evolving tech-
nologies.

Season 2 of “Seeking
Beauty” recently fin-
ished filming in Spain.

Exclusive trailers
and behind-the-scenes
glimpses are available
here.

The series will stream
exclusively on EWTN+,
EWTN’s brand-new
dynamic digital plat-
form offering premium
faith-inspired content
anytime, anywhere.
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Wishing you a Blessed C/Mﬁ;;f%
and Peaceful New Year
The pastoral staff of the Catholic Community of
St. Peter’s and St. Mary and St. Hedwig’s A
wish all the people of our parish family a
Blessed Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.
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The Sunday after
Christmas is one of the
most practical Sundays
of the year - Holy Family
Sunday. Every one of us
belonging to a family is a
simple fact of life. In fact,
in spending Christmas
with your families, some
of you may recall the ad-
age that we can choose
our friends but not our
families.

Today’s first two read-
ings demonstrate the
practicality of this feast
because they speak di-
rectly to the heart of

SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE

Family matters

family life. It does hap-
pen that in church one
can observe spouses or
children nudging or pok-
ing one another as these
readings are proclaimed.

“God sets a father over
his children; a mother
over her sons”, “My son,
take care of your father”,
“heartfelt compassion,
kindness, humility, gen-
tleness, patience, forgive-
ness...” These are just
some of the expressions
in those first two read-
ings. Now here’s the hard
question: How do the

December 28

Feast of the Holy Family

READINGS
Sirach 3:2-6,12-14
Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17
Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

members in your family
stack up against what the
sacred authors have writ-
ten?

As a matter of fact, the
creation and sustaining
of family life is a path-
way to holiness, to salva-

%lessing' of f/z Q$on of gocl o@iving'

mong us

the diocese during this past year of transition.
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The Sisters of Ot. Cgosej)h have been blessed éy the
outpouring of support and care of our c@ishoj),

our priests, our f&mi/ies, and ﬁ'ienols across

tion, and to happiness on
this earth.

However, a group of
people under one roof
does not neces-

sarily create a
family. Family
virtues, such as

those enumerated
in today’s read-
ings as well as
all other virtues
must be cultivat-
ed, taught, prac-
ticed and experi-

DECEMBER 24, 2025

their pathway to holiness
and success. Obedience
does not mean that they
are subject to the whims
of parents. Obedi-
ence means that
children respect
the parents who
ask only what is
best for their chil-
dren.

To have peace
and harmony in
a family, parents
exercise their role

enced. Msgr. Robert as parents, and

The fact of the H-Aucoin children listen
matter is that and observe what
parents oversee the parents have

the family. No matter
what pop psychology,
self-help gurus or mod-
ern theories of parenting
may claim, the success-
ful and fruitful family
is the one in which par-
ents take charge actively
teaching, practicing and
living these virtues.

Children do not come
predisposed or pre-con-
ditioned to be obedient.
They need to learn obe-
dience. Children will try
the patience of parents.
In fact, most children
have developed their
own skills at manipulat-
ing parents. Parents must
never give in or give up.
Certainly, they should lis-
ten to the children, hear
what they have to say.
But, at the end of the day,
the parental decision is
the final one. Sometimes,
letting a child have his or
her own way is the first
step in the child losing
his or her way.

In saying all of this,
parents should not be
harsh or dictatorial, even
though children may
sometimes accuse the
parents of being harsh
or dictatorial and try to
put them on a guilt trip.
Parenting means being a
leader 24/7. It may not
be easy, but it’s the right
thing to do.

Children in the family
have an obligation to be
obedient. Obedience is

decided.

The practice of family
life must take place in an
atmosphere of love, car-
ing, affection and mutual
respect. Remember that
the classic and enduring
definition of the word
“love” is “willing the
good of the other.”

There is no doubt about
it. Family life has chal-
lenges and takes dedica-
tion and work. Pope John
XXIII said this: “It is easier
for a father to have chil-
dren, than for children
to have a father.” Chew
on that one for a while.
The Holy Father’s phrase
works also when “father”
is changed to “mother.”

Family is the natural
order of life, but being
in family takes work,
dedication and solidar-
ity of purpose. Families
are created. They do not
just happen automatical-
ly. Perhaps this prayer
can help us understand
better the roles in fam-
ily life: Lord, help us re-
alize that the most valu-
able treasure we have
is one another. Help us
understand that being a
mother, a father, a son,
or a daughter is not easy.
We must work at it. Help
us make just one simple
resolution for the year
ahead: to do, each day, a
little bit more in our fam-
ilies, a little bit more than
we think we can. AMEN.



H NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC

NEWS 15

DECEMBER 24, 2025

The Pontifical Mission Societies
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
info@rcdony.org

Merry Christmas
and Happy
New Year

Photo courtesy of the National Pontifical Mission Societies

We at the Pontifical Mission Societies of the Di-
ocese of Ogdensburg would like to wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Know that we are praying for your health and
happiness during this time of the year and always.

Many this time of year do not have the ability to
share a meal with loved ones in the comfort of a
warm home. As you sit around the Christmas tree
this coming holiday, we hope you will remember
those less fortunate than yourselves, both abroad
and in our own communities.

Help spread the gift of love and kindness this
holiday season by helping your neighbors in need,
whether by providing some food to the hungry,
visiting the lonely, or simply giving a kind word to
those having a bad day.

Together we can spread His light to the world and
keep the spirit of giving alive in this Christmas sea-
son and the next.

Please remember “The Society for the Propagation
of the Faith” when writing or changing your Will.

OBITUARIES

Brushton — Sarah Lorraine
(Lake) Ghostlaw, 42; Mass of
Christian Burial Dec. 16,2025 at
St.Mary’s Church.

Croghan — LeRoy J. Schindler,
92; Mass of Christian Burial Dec.
16,2025 at St. Stephen’s Church;
burial in St. Peter’s Cemetery,
New Bremen.

Dannemora — Keith Cringle Sr,,
85; Mass of Christian Burial Dec.
19,2025 at St. Joseph’s Church;
burialin St. James Cemetery,
(adyville.

Lake Clear - John E.Wirsing, 93;
Graveside Services in spring at St.
Johnsin the Wilderness.

Massena - Vincent W.Regan, Sr.,
85; Mass of Christian Burial Dec.
19,2025 at Sacred Heart Church;
burialin Visitation Cemetery,
Norfolk.

Mooers Forks — Norma
(Sample) Rabideau, 87; Mass of
(hristian Burial Dec. 15,2025
at St. Ann’s Church; burial in St.
Joseph’s Cemetery, Mooers.

Morrisonville — Wayne J. Gar-
rant, 80; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec. 20,2025 at St. Alexander’s
Church.

North Bangor — Hazel M.
(Phillips) Brown, 95; Graveside
services in the spring.

Ogdensburg — Robert J. Huot,
93; Mass of Christian Burial Dec.
18,2025 at Notre Dame Church;
burialin Notre Dame Cemetery.

Ogdenshurg — Joan R.Mashaw,
81; Funeral Services Dec. 15,
2025 at the Fox & Murray Funeral
Home; burial in the Oswegatchie
Mausoleum.

Ogdensburg — SeanT.Mc-
Namara, 66; Mass of Christian
Burial Dec.17,2025 at St.Mary’s
(athedral; burial in Cranberry

Lake.

0gdenshburg — Dorothy (Bras-
sard) Murphy, 97; Services to be
held at a later date.

Port Henry — Stephen Carl
Burlingame, 85; Mass of Christian
Burial Dec. 12,2025 at St. Patrick’s
Church.

Potsdam — Wanetta Katherine
James Tardelli, 85; Mass of Chris-
tian Burial Dec.31,2025 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in St.Mary’s
(emetery.

Watertown — Peter M. Crabb,
85; Mass of Christian Burial Dec.
12,2025 at St. Anthony’s Church;
burial in Riverside Cemetery, Cape
Vincent.
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May the birth of Christ bring
blessings and joy into our life.
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Funeral celebrated for Sister Claire Fortier

A Mass of Christian
Burial for Sister Claire
Michel Fortier, of the
Sisters of Charity of St.
Louis, was celebated on
Saturday, December 20,
at Our Lady of Victory
Church in Plattsburgh.

Sister Claire, a resi-
dent of Victory Place
Senior Community in
Plattsburgh, was called
to her heavenly home
on December 16, 2025
at CVPH.

She was 93.

The second child of
three, she was born Ma-
rie Olive Fortier on May
25, 1932, to Ovila and
Jeannette (Roy) Fortier
in Berlin, New Hamp-
shire. Both her parents,
her sister Jeannette
Hillman, and her broth-
er-in-law John Hillman
predeceased her.

She attended grade
school in Berlin, New

Sister Claire Michel Fortier, SCSL

Hampshire, and then
Waterbury Catholic
High School in Water-
bury, Connecticut. The
family then moved to
Oakville, Connecticut
where Sister Claire
worked for four years
in the office and facto-

ry for Autoyre Co., in
Oakville and met the
Sisters of Charity of
Saint Louis who were
in St. Mary’s Parish in
Oakville. In 1956 she
entered the Novitiate
of the Sisters of Char-
ity of Saint Louis in
Levis, Quebec, spent
some time out in West-
ern Canada, and made
her First Profession on
August 22, 1958, and
her Final Profession on
August 22, 1963, at St.
Joseph’s Novitiate in
Cheshire, Connecticut.

Sister Claire obtained
her Bachelor of Science
Ed. from St. Rose in Al-
bany, and a Certificate
of Qualification from
the State Ed. Depart-
ment.

She obtained Certifi-
cation in Religion from
the Bridgeport Diocese
and went for a Spiritual

Renewal Program in Ni-
agara Falls.

Sister Claire was mis-
sioned and taught in
schools in Brookfield,
Connecticut, and in
Plattsburgh and Kee-
seville, New York. She
was also Superior at
St. Joseph’s Convent in
Brookfield, Connecti-
cut and at OLV Convent
in Plattsburgh.

After her teaching
career in the primary
grades, she happily vol-
unteered at OLV Cloth-
ing Store.

In February of 2014,
Sister Claire underwent
surgeries due to sev-
eral fractures from a
fall, and since then she
has been completely
retired, but continued
visiting the sick Sisters
of Charity of Saint Lou-
is in nursing homes.

Sister Claire spent her

last years of retirement
at Victory Place Senior
Community.

Sister Claire Michel
Fortier is survived by
her sister, Sister Mary
Francis Fortier, a clois-
tered Dominican Nun
in North Guilford, Con-
necticut. She is sur-
vived by one niece and
two nephews, one great
niece and three great

nephews, and aunts,
uncles, and cousins.
She is also survived

by her Religious Com-
munity, the Sisters of
Charity of Saint Louis.

A great deal of thanks
to Dr. Gilbert Desman-
gles and nurse Mor-
gan Bennet, who spent
many hours with Sister
in her passing.

Arraignments are
with the Brown Funeral
Home in Plattsburgh,
NY.

® THANK YOU FOR SHARING IN THE CARING @

Jhe Religious of the Diacese Wish to Thank AU of the Generous Feaple Wheo Contribiuted
to the 2025 Retinement Fund Collection. You Witk Be Remembened in Our Prayens.

The Missionaries of the
Sacred Heart (MSC)

Rev. Corneille Boyeye
Rev. David DeLuca
Rev. Raymond Diesbourg
Rev. Jaya Kumar Francis
Rev. Joseph Kanimea
Rev. Frank Natale

Daughters of Charity of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus
(FCSCJ)
Sister Mary Ann Gour

Dominican Sisters of Hope

Sister Deborah Blow
Sister Barbara Langlois
Sister Elizabeth Menard

Sisters of Charity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary (BVM)
Sister Cindy Sullivan

Sisters of Charity of St. Louis
(SCSL)

Sister Bernadette Ducharme

Sister Louella Pelletier

Sisters of the Cross of
Chavanod (SCC)

Sister Deepali Karbhari Banker
Sister Maria Flavia D’Costa
Sister Shin Treesa Devis
Sister Maria Angelica Rebello
Sister Jaquiline Mary Sellappan
Sister Sahayarani Selvaraj
Sister Rosie Soosairaj
Sister Jessintha Xavier

Sisters of Mary Mother of the
Church (SMMC)

Sister Justine Agbeko

Sister Martha Duawome

Sister Joyce Frances Nfodzo

Sisters of Mercy of the
Americas (RSM)
Sister Brian Marie Latour
Sister Janet Peters

Sisters of the Precious Blood
(APB)
Sister Linh Therese Nguyen
Sister Mary Catherine Pham
Sister Rose Rossi
Sister Theresa Tamandl

Sisters of St. Joseph (SS.J)
Sister Mary William Argy
Sister M. Judith Baumert
Sister Mary Paul Blank
Sister Mary Ellen Brett
Sister Shirley Anne Brown
Sister Norma Bryant
Sister Jean Marie Chiovitti
Sister Annunciata Collins
Sister Bernadette Marie Collins
Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin
Sister Mary Anne Croitz

Sisters of St. Joseph (SSJ) Continued
Sister Sharon Anne Dalton
Sister Mary Louise Fiedler
Sister M. Bethany Fitzgerald
Sister Noel Chabanel Hentz
Sister Mary Helen Hermann
Sister Suanne Johnson

Sister Mary Rita Kempney
Sister Carol Louise Kraeger
Sister Mary Eamon Lyng
Sister Cathleen Moore

Sister Gregory Munger
Sister Juliana Raymond
Sister Constance Marie Sylver
Sister Mary Christine Taylor
Sister Diane Marie Ulsamer
Sister Jennifer Votraw






